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Cumberland County Open Space and Recreation Master Plan 
SC# 09154.1 
 
MEETING MINUTES – Study Committee Meeting #4 
     
Meeting Dates:   October 21, 2010 
 
Meeting Time:    9:30 AM 
 
Location:    County Administration Building, Bridgeton 

 
Present:     See attached attendance list. 
 
 

1. Roger Ruske (Cumberland County Planning Board) began the meeting with 
introductions. 
 

2. Peter Simone and Stephen Sinclair (Simone Collins) gave a PowerPoint presentation to 
the Study Committee.  A summary of discussion items follows below.   The 
presentation is available for download in PDF format on the County’s project website: 
http://www.co.cumberland.nj.us/content/173/251/761/2947/3098/8932/default.aspx 

 
3. Stephen Sinclair (Simone Collins) compared internet survey responses received to date 

with the final telephone survey results.  While a majority (56.8%) of internet survey 
respondents report that their recreational needs are being met at the present time, the 
percentage is lower than that of resident’s surveyed via telephone (81%).   On both 
surveys, response rates are very similar when residents are asked if they would like 
more public parks, natural areas and open space areas to be preserved in the County 
(approximately 79% respond “yes”).  It was noted that the internet survey will remain 
online through the draft plan review period. 
 

4. A number of written comments received from the public were discussed.  Some of the 
comments include specific “wish list” properties (including block & lot numbers) for 
preservation consideration.  Simone Collins noted that the specific parcels suggested 
during the planning process will be included in the appendix of the report.  The intent 
of the Open Space and Recreation Master Plan is to recommend preservation “areas of 
interest” that are more regional in nature.   
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5. The Draft Plan will recommend roles for the County in the provision of open space and 
recreation.  Since the last Study Committee meeting, a recommendation has been 
added to coordinate a letter writing campaign whereby the County’s municipalities 
jointly ask the State for a permanent source for PILOT funding. 
 

6. Summary recommendations / options for open space and recreation funding, land 
acquisition, linkages and County organizational structure were reviewed.  It was 
stressed that should the County decide to play a role in open space and recreation, 
initial organizational structure will likely be minimal and land may not be acquired 
right away. 
   

7. Mapping showing areas of interest for future preservation was presented.  It was noted 
that the mapping and criteria for inclusion in the mapping will evolve over the next 
few weeks (pending Public Meeting #2 and further discussion with the County).   

 
8. The Study Committee suggested: 

 
a. There is opportunity for Federal funding through the National Park Service and 

USDA’s Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 
b. Opportunities for Landowner Incentive Programs (LIP), which are administered 

by NJ DEP Division of Fish & Wildlife. 
c. Future State bonding for open space should include provisions for dedicated 

PILOT funding (with indexing). 
d. Promote existing Forest Stewardship Program (administered through NJ DEP). 
e. Purchasing land on an installment basis.     

   
9. An outline of the Draft Plan report was distributed to the Study Committee for review.   

 
The preceding notes are the professional’s summation of the meeting and not an official transcript.  
Please advise of any errors or omissions. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
SIMONE COLLINS 
Landscape Architecture 

 
Stephen Sinclair 
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