
Coastal Area Facility Review Act (CAFRA)  
 
The Coastal Area Facility Review Act (CAFRA) (N.J.S.A. 13:19) is intended to protect 
coastal areas from the effects of uncoordinated development, and thus preserve the most 
ecologically sensitive and fragile coastal lands.   
 
CAFRA applies to projects near coastal waters in the southern part of the county, 
particularly in areas covered by coastal wetlands, and along the Maurice and Cohansey 
Rivers.  CAFRA regulates almost all development activities involved in residential, 
commercial, or industrial development, including construction, relocation, and 
enlargement of buildings or structures; and all related work, such as excavation, grading, 
shore protection structures, and site preparation.  In general, the closer the property is to 
the coast, the more likely it is to be regulated.  In the application of administrative 
discretion, DEP officials are guided by eight basic coastal policies which summarize the 
direction of the specific rules. 
 

1. Protect and enhance the coastal ecosystem. 
2. Concentrate rather than disperse the pattern of coastal residential, commercial, 

industrial, and resort development, encourage the preservation of open space, and 
ensure the availability of suitable waterfront areas for water dependent activities. 

3. Employ a method for decision making which allows each coastal location to be 
evaluated in terms of both the advantages and the disadvantages it offers for 
development. 

4. Protect the health, safety and welfare of people who reside, work and visit the 
coastal zone. 

5. Promote public access to the waterfront through protection and creation of 
meaningful access points and linear walkways and at least one waterfront park in 
each waterfront municipality. 

6. Maintain active port and industrial facilities, and provide for necessary expansion 
in adjacent sites. 

7. Maintain and upgrade existing energy facilities, and site additional energy 
facilities in a manner consistent with the rules of this Coastal Management 
Program. 

8. Encourage residential, commercial, and recreational mixed-use redevelopment of 
the developed waterfront. 
 

CAFRA separates the coastal region into zones and centers.  Following is a summary of 
CAFRA planning areas and policies: 
 
Coastal Metropolitan Planning Area 
Guide development and redevelopment to ensure efficient use of scarce land while 
capitalizing on the inherent public facility and service efficiencies of concentrated 
development patterns. 
 
Coastal Suburban Planning Area 
Encourage mixed-use development and redevelopment in compact centers. 



 
Coastal Fringe Planning Area 
This planning area encourages development in more compact, deliberately designed 
community patterns to minimize land conflicts while accommodating growth that would 
otherwise occur elsewhere. It recommends that such development should not exceed the 
carrying capacity of natural or built systems while maintaining or enhancing the character 
of existing communities.  
 
Coastal Rural Planning Area 
This planning area will enhance the rural character and agricultural viability of the 
Coastal Rural Planning Area by guiding growth into centers.  This planning area will 
maintain existing low-density and low-intensity development patterns that are supporting 
rather than conflicting with the rural landscape.  It encourages creative land use 
techniques to minimize the impact of new development on rural features.  It will also 
ensure that development does not exceed the capacity of natural and built systems. 
 
Coastal Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area 
This plan will protect environmentally sensitive features by guiding development into 
centers and maintaining low intensity development patterns.  It will carefully link the 
location, character and magnitude of development to the capacity of natural and built 
environments to support new growth.  This area will accommodate development at higher 
intensities in existing centers, and discourages the development of public infrastructure 
facilities outside of centers.  
 
The majority of land in Bridgeton is in the Metropolitan Planning Area.  The majority of 
lands in Maurice River Township, Commercial Township, Downe Township, Lawrence 
Township and Fairfield Township are located in the Environmentally Sensitive Planning 
Area.  Most of Greenwich, Hopewell and Stow Creek Townships are located in the 
Coastal Rural Planning Area. 
 
To the extent possible, NJDEP would like to concentrate development within the CAFRA 
area in CAFRA centers.  Following is a list of the CAFRA centers in Cumberland 
County: 
 
Cumberland County Coastal Centers 
                    Center                                               Municipality 
Bridgeton Coastal Regional Center                        Bridgeton 
Mauricetown Coastal Village                                 Commercial Township 
Port Norris Coastal Village                                     Commercial Township 
Dividing Creek Coastal Village                              Downe Township 
Fortescue Coastal Village                                       Downe Township 
Newport Coastal Village                                         Downe Township 
Fairton Coastal Village                                           Fairfield Township 
Greenwich Coastal Village                                     Greenwich Township 
Othello Coastal Hamlet                                          Greenwich Township 
Springtown Coastal Hamlet                                    Greenwich Township 



Roadstown Coastal Hamlet                                     Hopewell and Stow Creek Townships 
Cedarville Coastal Village                                       Lawrence Township 
Delmont Coastal Hamlet                                         Maurice River Township 
Heislerville Coastal Village                                     Maurice River Township 
Leesburg/Dorchester Coastal Village                      Maurice River Township 
Port Elizabeth/Bricksboro Coastal Village              Maurice River Township 
Laurel Lake Coastal Village                                    Millville City 
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CAFRA Planning Map

This is a generalized interpretation of official maps
on file at the Department of Environmental Protection.

The New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection

July 1999
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