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MEETING MINUTES - Public Meeting #2

Meeting Dates: November 3, 2010 (Vineland)

November 4, 2010 (Bridgeton)
November 9, 2010 (Millville)

Meeting Time: 7:00 PM
Location: Beth Israel Synagogue, Vineland

Bridgeton Public Library, Bridgeton
Riverfront Renaissance Center for the Arts, Millville

Present: See attached attendance lists.

Bob Brewer (Cumberland County Planning Director) began the meeting with
introductions. It was explained that the primary purpose of the meeting was to review
recommendations of the Draft Plan and to solicit input from the community.

Peter Simone and Stephen Sinclair (both of Simone Collins) gave a presentation which
provided an overview of telephone and internet survey results, an open space land use
analysis and draft recommendations for the County’s role in the provision of open space
and recreation. The presentation is available in PDF format on the County’s project
website:
http://www.co.cumberland.nj.us/content/173/251/761/2947/3098/8932/default.aspx

A calculation based on the “Balanced Land Use Concept” contained in New Jersey’s Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP, 2008) reveals that the County has
significantly more open space than the State’s minimum recommended level, which is 7% of
“developed and developable” land. Approximately 37% of the County’s “developed and
developable” land is already preserved open space. This figure excludes preserved farmland.
If the 37% of “developed and developable” land now preserved is compared to the total land
area of the County, it equates to approximately 15% of the County’s total land area. Again,
this figure excludes preserved farmland.

Summary recommendations for open space and recreation funding, land acquisition, linkages
and County organizational structure were reviewed. It was stressed that should the County
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decide to play a role in open space and recreation, initial organizational structure will likely be
minimal. It was also explained that the County may choose to never own land outright and
may instead provide funding to others for acquisition of open space (assuming funding is
available). The purpose of the Plan is to give the County a range of options which are possible
to pursue.

5. Aranking system was reviewed that would allow the County to evaluate applications to the
County for open space and recreation project funding (assuming County funding is available).

6. A period of public comment occurred, where attendees had the opportunity to voice
opinions on the recommendations. Comments included:

a. Interestin a County-produced map showing open space and recreation facilities
across the County, including associated events.

b. Concerns over the loss of lakes in South Jersey and a suggestion that the ranking
system include points for protection of lakes.

c. Explore possibilities of a County partnership with the State in the development /
promotion of Stow Creek Landing State Park.

d. Setaside a dedicated percentage of open space and recreation funding to
establish a land maintenance fund.

e. It was noted that funding for land acquisition by others could be possible
regardless of which type of organizational structure the County decides to
establish (minimal, moderate or highly-structured). By contrast, acquisition of land
by the County would likely occur under the “highly-structured” model only.

7. It was noted that the Draft Plan will be available on the County’s website at the end of
November. At this point, a six to eight week review period will begin, during which the
public may offer additional comments. After this period, revisions will be made to the
Plan. The document will then be presented to the County Planning Board in the spring for
approval.

The preceding notes are the professional’s summation of the meeting and not an official transcript. Please
advise of any errors or omissions.

Submitted by:

SIMONE COLLINS
Landscape Architecture

Stephen Sinclair

Cc Meeting attendees
Study Committee members
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